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Welcome to St. John’s 

Thanks for being here today! We feel blessed that you’re here and truly pray you find the warmth of 

our Christian family, the powerful truth of God’s Word and the peaceful assurance of His promises. If 

we can assist you in any way, please ask. To start, everything for our worship is projected on the 

screens up front and printed here in the service folder. God bless your time with us today. We hope 

you can worship with us again! 

 

 

If You’re New to St. John’s: 

You and your kids are welcome.  We really love and enjoy having kids in worship and 

encourage the worshiping family! In fact, our worship often includes a children’s message with little 

ones in mind. And if your children are acting up, please know it’s never a bother to our worship 

service.  However, If you do need a quiet place to calm a child, a nursery room is available with 

screens immediately to the left as you exit the sanctuary.  There are also changing stations in each 

bathroom. 

Restrooms are located in the entrance as you came into the building 

Make yourself at home.  You don’t have to rush off after service today. Light refreshments 

are usually provided in our social hall after worship.  If you feel comfortable, please stay and follow 

up with one of our pastors; we’d be honored if you took a moment to introduce yourself! 

Don’t feel obligated.  Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression of 

thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and we’re simply happy 

you’ve come to hear about Jesus and His Word today. You’re not expected to give an offering; it’s 

your choice. 

Cell Phones.  To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today, we kindly 

ask you to silence your phone before the service. 

Fill out a Connection Card.  We’d love to know you were here and help you take 

the next step.  There are Connection Cards at the end of each pew,  or they can be 

completed online.  Text “Connect” to 651-401-1400, scan the QR code, or visit 

www.StJohnsLutheran.com/connection-card  to complete the card online.   

 

http://www.stjohnslutheran.com/connection-card


Welcome to St. John’s 

Come Down, O Love Divine CW 587 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Stand 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

Our Confession & God’s Gracious Forgiveness 

 

The heavens cannot contain him, yet in Christ he has made his dwelling among us. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 

In writing to young Timothy the apostle Paul said, "Watch your life and doctrine 

closely." Our Savior Jesus saw the hearts of the people at his time and asked the crowds 

following him, "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I say?" Let us be 

honest with the One who already knows our hearts as well: 

Lord God, you do not live in man-made buildings, yet we confess the times 

when we’ve kept our faith inside them. 

 

These opening words 

along with the sign of the 

cross are beautiful 

reminders of our baptism  
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You see, Lord, how we come here and talk the talk on Sunday. 

but then we have not walked the walk on Monday. 

 

We have treated church like a convenience store, happy to take what we need and 

never asking a name. 

We have blamed the younger people for leaving and called the ones who 

walked away a lost cause. 

 

We have known the truth but have been slow to live it in love. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

You know us. 

And, because of your Son, you love us anyway. 

 

Have mercy on us, O God, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Forgive us, and build us on the rock of your Word. Amen. 

 

Almighty God has been merciful to us. Jesus is the Savior of all people, those who 

stayed and those who walked away, and he gave his life for every one of us. Upon this 

confession of your sins, and as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

You are living stones in a house no walls can contain. Go out to talk the talk and walk 

the walk. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gloria CW 1017 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Holy Spirit, the Christian church is your creation. We pray that you will fill us with 

zeal for your Word and work. Bless our efforts to nourish believers through the 

proclamation of the forgiveness of sins Christ has won for all. Equip us with the 

eagerness to never stop inviting guests to the banquet of salvation. Cause our 

congregation to thrive in years to come, dear Lord, for the glory of your name and the 

salvation of souls; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

Be seated 
 

God’s Word for Our Hearts Deuteronomy 11:1–7, 18–21 

 1Love the LORD your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his 

commands always. 2Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw 

and experienced the discipline of the LORD your God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his 

outstretched arm; 3the signs he performed and the things he did in the heart of Egypt, 

both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his whole country; 4what he did to the Egyptian 

army, to its horses and chariots, how he overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red 

Sea as they were pursuing you, and how the LORD brought lasting ruin on them. 5It 

was not your children who saw what he did for you in the wilderness until you arrived 

at this place, 6and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab the Reubenite, 

when the earth opened its mouth right in the middle of all Israel and swallowed them 

up with their households, their tents and every living thing that belonged to them. 
7But it was your own eyes that saw all these great things the LORD has done. 

 18Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your 

hands and bind them on your foreheads. 19Teach them to your children, talking about 

them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and 

when you get up. 20Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 
21so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land the LORD 

swore to give your ancestors, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:10 

Alleluia. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works. 

Alleluia.  

 

 

Moses encourages the 

ancient Israelites to make 

their faith a part of their 

everyday life and to pass it 

on to future generations. 
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God’s Word for Our Hearts Luke 6:43–49 

 43“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44Each tree is 

recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from 

briers. 45A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an 

evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks 

what the heart is full of. 

 46“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47As for everyone who 

comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what 

they are like. 48They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 

foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not 

shake it, because it was well built. 49But the one who hears my words and does not put 

them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a 

foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction 

was complete.”  
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head CW 861 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus encourages his 

disciples to put their faith 

into practice. 

This hymn asks Christ, 

the head of the church, 

to protect his flock and 

strengthen his people 

through the Word for a 

life of service and 

witness. 
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Today's Message based on 1 Timothy 4  

  1The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow 

deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2Such teachings come through 

hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3They forbid 

people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to 

be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. 4For 

everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 

thanksgiving, 5because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 

 6If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister 

of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you 

have followed. 7Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, 

train yourself to be godly. 8For physical training is of some value, but godliness has 

value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 
9This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 10That is why we labor and 

strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, 

and especially of those who believe. 

 11Command and teach these things. 12Don’t let anyone look down on you because 

you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in 

faith and in purity. 13Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 

preaching and to teaching. 14Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through 

prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 

 15Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see 

your progress. 16Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you 

do, you will save both yourself and your hearers. 

 

  

Message Notes: Things for me to remember this week… 
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Stand 

Our Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and 

was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 
 

Be seated 

 

Our Offering of Thanks & Love 
 

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  
giving thanks to God the Father through him” - Colossians 3:17    

Our offerings are both an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us, and a 
way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work.  Guests need not feel 
obligated to contribute.  If you’d like to leave an offering, you may place it in the designated 
location in the back of the sanctuary or use one of the electronic means listed below. 
 
 

 

Ways to Give Electronically  
Choose one of 3 Simple, Safe Options for Offering Thanks 

• Text “give” to 651-401-1400 

• Go to www.StJohnsLutheran.com/give 

• Scan the QR code  
 

 

 

 
Stand 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Sacrament 

Preface  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 

to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with believing and 

repentant hearts, we offer our humble thanks and praise as we hear again your 

promises in this Supper: 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

T  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 
 
Be seated 
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A note to our guests:  God’s Word speaks of the spiritual blessings of this Sacrament (Matthew 26:28).  God’s Word 

also warns us against the spiritual danger in sharing this Holy meal (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).  Because we deeply 

care about you and don’t want to see anyone’s faith harmed, we ask that only those persons who are members of our 

church or fellowship join us in this intimate expression of oneness (1 Corinthians 10:17; Amos 3:3).  We are not 

judging your love for Jesus; we are showing our love for Jesus by obeying his commands (John 14:15,21).  Please feel 

free to ask one of our pastors for more information.  We are eager to listen and share over an open Bible. Thanks!    

 

Distribution Hymn: Speak, O Lord CW 633 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The composers explain the 

impact of the Word when it 

is planted deep within us: 

“So incredible is the Word 

of God’s power. It is our 

prayer that through the 

power of the Spirit, this 

hymn will prepare people to 

humbly listen to the Bible 

being taught and to respond 

to the huge consequences it 

has on their lives.” 
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Dear friends, Jesus is the Savior of all people: the ones beside you in the pew, the ones 

who walked away, and the ones who have never walked in. He has loved you anyway, 

so go and talk the talk and walk the walk. Pray for the doubters, honor those older and 

younger than you, and give yourselves wholly to the life he has given you. Your hope is 

in the living God, and he will save both you and those who hear you. Now receive the 

blessing the Lord put on his people's lips: 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill CW 697 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Personal Takeaway:  
Complete this thought: “Church membership these days involves . . .”   
 
What’s one area to stretch myself to live out my church membership outside of Sunday 
mornings? 

 
 

Known as the Aaronic 

Blessing, these words have 

been spoken to God’s 

people for 3,500 years. 

Wherever God’s name is 

proclaimed, God promises 

to be present with his 

blessing (Numbers 6:22-27) 

Composer Edward Osler 

gave up his career as a 

surgeon to become a 

Christian writer. In his 

hymn, we ask the Spirit to 

give us joy in following 

Christ and obeying his 

commands. 
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News and Notes – October 4, 2026 
 
 

Quarterly Meeting 
Our quarterly congregational meeting will be held Oct. 18th between services at @ 9:15am.  Everyone is 
encouraged to come and hear an update on current ministries and upcoming plans!  Please note: The Sunday 
School children should report directly to their classrooms at 9:15am on Oct. 19th.  
 
 
Community Outreach Opportunity – Candy Crawl!  Sunday, October 25, 2:00-5:00pm  
We are looking for volunteers to help pass out candy the day of the event!  Unable to make it?  You can still help!  
Candy donations can be brought to the church up until the day of the event.  To volunteer or make a donation, 
please sign up on the sheet on the table in the church entrance! 
 
 

 
Living Nativity: December 5, 2026   
Planning is underway for our 2026 Living Nativity! The Live Nativity Event will be held on Saturday Dec. 5th from 
5pm – 7pm. Performances will be held on a continuous basis, every 20 minutes beginning at 5pm. The last 
performance will be at 6:40pm. 
 

We have had such a wonderful support from the congregation in the past! Think about where you 
can help! A full list of opportunities are posted in the fellowship hall as well as available online – just 
scan the QR code or look for the link in the weekly eMessenger! Costume Fittings will be held on 
Oct. 25 between services.  Please note:  All children cast members under the age of 10 are 
required to accompanied by an adult during the entire event.   
 

 
 
 

Come- Grow- Live – Women’s Circle 
All women are encouraged to come help make a difference both in our congregation and our community. The 
Women’s Circle (formerly Ruth Circle) meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6-7:30pm . We grow our 
faith with a brief Bible study followed by a meeting and create projects throughout the year to help others . We 
manage St. John’s cash card orders which is our churches biggest ongoing fundraiser to fund church projects and 
for our community. We would like to do more so your ideas and your help are needed. Live your faith by joining us 
starting October 15, 6pm. You will make a difference! If you have any questions please reach out to Kristi 
Murtaugh or Jean Hoeft. 
 
 
Sunday School Children Sing – Oct. 11 
The Sunday School children will sing during worship on October 11th at the end of the 8am service and the 
beginning of the 10:30am worship service.   
 
 
Teen Outing (grades 7-12) – Oct 26th  
On Sunday, Oct. 26th, the teens will be going to Afton Apple.  We will leave from church at 2pm and plan to 
return around 6pm.  Grades 7-12 are welcome and considering bringing a friend!   
 
 
All Saints’ Carnations 
All Saints’ Day is Sunday, November 1st.  It’s the Sunday when we give special focus to remembering those who 
died in Christ and live with him in Heaven.  If you would like to remember your loved ones who have been taken 
home to heaven by sponsoring a flower, please fill out an order form found in the narthex. Please list your name, 
the name of the person represented by the flower. Upon completion place your form and payment with the 
attached envelope in the box provided in the narthex no later than Sunday, October 18th.  Cash is preferred.   If 
using a check, please make it out to St. John's Lutheran Church. May the Lord continue to keep us living in the 
hope of the resurrection! 



Scan the QR 

code for the 

full schedule 

and to sign-up 

for other 

serving 

opportunities! 

Help Wanted     
God reminds us that we are a family and we are our brother’s keeper.  As God cares for us, we care for one 
another.   Our Welcome Home team drops off devotion books to local members. These deliveries can be done at 
your convenience and require a few hours every 3 months.  We do have need for more help as we seek to 
encourage one another.  The work is simple- but important.  Want to learn more? Talk with Pastor Harbach or 
Henry Hoeft for more information! 

 
 

 
Rides to Church  
We have received some requests for transportation to Sunday worship services. Do you have the ability to pick 
someone up for worship? Even occasional rides are appreciated! Contact Henry Hoeft or Pastor Harbach to learn 
more.  
 
 

Roof Coin Jar 
Let's "raise the roof" together! The gym roof is in need of replacement and we can all help. All young and not-so-young 
can contribute by placing your coins in the collection container found at the back of the sanctuary. The container will 
be available every Sunday. Every penny, nickel, dime, and quarter adds up. Let's "raise the roof" together! 

 
 
 
 

This week at St. John’s:  
 

Today: 8:00 AM Communion Service 

 9:15 AM Family Bible Hour 

 10:30 AM Communion Service 

Monday: 6:00 PM God & Me 

Wednesday: 6:30 AM Grow Group – Dunn Bros. 

 9:00 AM “Lifestyle Witnessing” – Women’s Study at the Harbachs 

 1:00 PM Grow Group –  Culvers 

 6:30 PM Confirmation Class 

Thursday: 9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 

Saturday: 8:00 AM Men’s Bible Study @ El Mexican 

Next Sunday: 8:00 AM Worship Service 

 9:15 AM Family Bible Hour 
 10:30 AM Worship Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Greeters  –  
Oct 4:  Henry & Jean Hoeft (8am); Brian Seguin & Tony Johnson (10:30am)  
Oct 11: Deb Grenstein & Julie Rosenow (8am);  Jeanne Schumann & Charlotte Pierce (10:30am) 
Oct 18: Steve Klebe & Kristi Murtaugh (8am);  Eric & Rebecca Tessmer (10:30am) 
 
 

Upcoming Ushers  –  
Oct 4: Henry Hoeft & Dorothy Wiltermuth (8am); Tony Johnson & OPEN (10:30am)  
Oct 11:  Larry Rosenow & Isaiah Rosenow (8am); Jeanne Schumann & Charlotte Pierce (10:30am)  
Oct 18: Steve Klebe & Randy Wills (8am); Eric & Rebecca Tessmer (10:30am) 

 
 

Upcoming Junior Ushers  –  
Oct 4: Grady Schweich & Lakyn Hoeft (8am); Jackson Walter & Jacob Wood (10:30am)  
Oct 11:  Olivia Schmidt & Kash Schmidt (8am); Clara Hochmuth & Mya Bauer & Lena Bauer (10:30am)  
Oct 18: Finn Larson & Riley Klebe (8am);  Cora Tessmer & Laney Tessmer (10:30am) 



Take the Next Step 
 

If this is your first time with us, we’re so glad that you took a big step and came to worship.                      

What’s your next step? 

 

Come back next week 

Connecting with God at worship is a great way to spend time during your weekend. 

 

Try “God & Me” 

God & Me is the place to learn more about God’s word in your life, for both long time-members and 

beginners who want to learn more about God’s love, the Bible, and St. John’s.  A new session of classes 

will be starting soon.  Connect with Pastor and/or check the box on your Connection Card if you’d like to 

know more. 

 

Join a Grow Group 

Grow Groups are small groups that get together in person or online to learn about God’s Word.  It’s a 

safe, comfortable atmosphere to discuss the way God’s love intersects our daily lives.  If you are interested 

in joining or starting a Grow Group or Bible Study, mark the box on your Connection Card and we will 

reach out to you. 

 

Service Opportunities 

There are multiple areas to volunteer each Sunday to make worship happen well for those in person and 

online:  Guest Services & Hospitality Team, Tech Team, & Worship Prep Team. Are you interested in 

serving?  Mark the box on your Connection Card today! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Staff 
 

Dennis Harbach | Pastor 

pastordh@stjohnslutheran.com 

(262) 402-2664 

 

Jon Zimpelmann | Pastor 

Jon.zimpelmann@gmail.com 

(651) 829-4574 
 

Michelle Schulte | Office Admin 

Admin@StJohnsLutheran.com 

(651) 438-3730     
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