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Welcome to St. John's

Thanks for being here today! We feel blessed that you're here and truly pray you find the
warmth of our Christian family, the powerful truth of God's Word and the peaceful assurance of
His promises. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. To start, everything for our worship is
projected on the screens up front and printed here in the service folder. God bless your time
with us today. We hope you can worship with us again!

If You're New to St. John's:

You and your kids are welcome. We really love and enjoy having kids in worship and
encourage the worshiping family! In fact, our worship often includes a children’s message
with little ones in mind. And if your children are acting up, please know it's never a bother to
our worship service. However, If you do need a quiet place to calm a child, a nursery room is
available with screens immediately to the left as you exit the sanctuary. There are also
changing stations in each bathroom.

Restrooms are located in the entrance as you came into the building

Make yourself at home. You don't have to rush off after service today. Light
refreshments are usually provided in our social hall after worship. If you feel comfortable,
please stay and follow up with one of our pastors; we'd be honored if you took a moment to
introduce yourself!

Don't feel obligated. Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression
of thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and we're
simply happy you've come to hear about Jesus and His Word today. You're not expected to
give an offering; it's your choice.

Cell Phones. To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today, we
kindly ask you to silence your phone before the service.

Fill out a Connection Card. We'd love to know you were here and help
you take the next step. There are Connection Cards inserted in the worship
folders, or they can be completed online. Text “Connect” to 651-401-1400,
scan the QR code, or visit www.StJohnsLutheran.com/connection-card

to complete the card online.



http://www.stjohnslutheran.com/connection-card

Welcome to St. John’s

Opening Praise: Speak, O Lord CW 633
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Stand

We Worship with God’s Blessing

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our Honest Confession; God’s Gracious Forgiveness
’

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example of your
Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and with
pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

Children’s Message

God’s Word for our Hearts Proverbs 25:6, 7a

Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence,
and do not claim a place among his great men;

4

7it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,’
than for him to humiliate you before his nobles.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Luke 14:11

Alleluia. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble

themselves will be exalted.
Alleluia.



God’s Word for our Hearts James 2:1-13

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show
favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3If you show special
attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say
to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you not
discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

5Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who
love him? ®But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you?
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are
blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong?

81f you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law
as lawbreakers. *°For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is
guilty of breaking all of it. "For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you
have become a lawbreaker.

2Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom,
Bbecause judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Love in Christ Is Strong and Living CW 726
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Today's Message from our Loving God - Luke 14:1, 7-14

'One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was
being carefully watched.

7When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told
them this parable: ¥When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the
place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9If so,
the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’
Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. *°But when you are
invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you,
‘Friend, move up to a better place.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all the
other guests. "For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.”

2Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite
your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do,
they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 3But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, #and you will be blessed. Although
they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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Message Notes: Things for me to remember this week...

We Confess Our Faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Our Offering of Thanks & Love

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him” - Colossians 3:17
Our offerings are both an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us, and a

way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work. Guests need not feel
obligated to contribute.

Ways to Give Electronically
Choose one of 3 Simple, Safe Options for Offering Thanks

e Text “give” to 651-401-1400

¢ Go to www.StJohnsLutheran.com/give

e Scanthe QR code
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Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your
holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

May the Peace of God CW 929
found on the next page
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May the Peace of God CW 929
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