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Welcome to St. John’s 
 

Thanks for being here today! We feel blessed that you’re here and truly pray you find the 

warmth of our Christian family, the powerful truth of God’s Word and the peaceful assurance of 

His promises. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. To start, everything for our worship is 

projected on the screens up front and printed here in the service folder. God bless your time 

with us today. We hope you can worship with us again! 
 
 

If You’re New to St. John’s: 
 

You and your kids are welcome.  We really love and enjoy having kids in worship and 

encourage the worshiping family! In fact, our worship often includes a children’s message 

with little ones in mind. And if your children are acting up, please know it’s never a bother to 

our worship service.  However, If you do need a quiet place to calm a child, a nursery room is 

available with screens immediately to the left as you exit the sanctuary.  There are also 

changing stations in each bathroom. 
 

Restrooms are located in the entrance as you came into the building 

 

Make yourself at home.  You don’t have to rush off after service today. Light 

refreshments are usually provided in our social hall after worship.  If you feel comfortable, 

please stay and follow up with one of our pastors; we’d be honored if you took a moment to 

introduce yourself! 

 

Don’t feel obligated.  Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression 

of thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and we’re 

simply happy you’ve come to hear about Jesus and His Word today. You’re not expected to 

give an offering; it’s your choice. 

 

Cell Phones.  To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today, we 

kindly ask you to silence your phone before the service. 

 

Fill out a Connection Card.  We’d love to know you were here and help 

you take the next step.  There are Connection Cards inserted in the worship 

folders, or they can be completed online.  Text “Connect” to 651-401-1400, 

scan the QR code, or visit www.StJohnsLutheran.com/connection-card            

to complete the card online.   

http://www.stjohnslutheran.com/connection-card
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Welcome to St. John’s 
 

We Worship with God’s Blessing  -Solomon’s prayer 1 Kings 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 

The people he chose for his inheritance. 

 

From heaven the LORD looks down an sees all mankind; 

From his dwelling place he watches all who on earth. 

 

He who forms the hearts of all, 

Who considers everything they do. 

 

No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength. 

A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot 

save. 

 

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his 

unfailing love, 

To deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine. 

 

We wait in hope for the LORD; 

He is our help and our shield. 

 

In him our hearts rejoice 

For we trust in his holy name. 

 

May your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, 

Even as we put our hope in you. 
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Before You, Lord, We Bow CW 775 

 

 

 
 

 

 

O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love 

him and obey his commands, we have sinned and done wrong. 

We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your 

commands and laws. 

 

We have not listened to your servants the prophets who spoke in your name…to all the 

people of the land. 

Lord you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame because of our 

unfaithfulness to you. 
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We have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants 

the prophets. 

We have transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you. 

 

We have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our sins and giving 

attention to your truth. 

The Lord, our God, is righteous is everything he does; yet we have not obeyed 

him. We have sinned, we have done wrong. 

 

O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and wrath from us. 

We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your 

great mercy. O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! 

 

 

 

The Comfort of God’s Forgiveness 
God promised King Solomon, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 

from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land." The Lord your God, has 

heard your prayer for mercy. For the sake of his Son, Jesus Christ, who obeyed the law 

of God for you and offered himself as a sacrifice of atonement, he has forgiven you all 

your sins. 

Amen. 

 

God’s Word Romans 13:1-7 

 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 

that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by 

God. 2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God 

has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers 

hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be 

free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be 

commended. 4For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 

wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s 

servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is 
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necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but 

also as a matter of conscience. 

 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their 

full time to governing. 7Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay 

taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

   

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand    
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God’s Word John 8:31-36 

 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 

really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

 33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of 

anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

 34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a 

slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Be seated 
 
 

To You, Our God, We Fly                           CW93 620 

 

 
 

(continued on the next page) 



 8 

 
 

Today's Message based on Jeremiah 29:1-11 

 1This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 

surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other 

people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2(This was 

after King Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of 

Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into exile from 

Jerusalem.) 3He entrusted the letter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of 

Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It 

said: 

 4This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into 

exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce. 6Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and 

give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the 

city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper.” 8Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, 

says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to 

the dreams you encourage them to have. 9They are prophesying lies to you in my 

name. I have not sent them,” declares the LORD. 

 10This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 

come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11For I know 

the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

 

(a place for message notes can be found on the next page) 
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Message Notes: Things for me to remember this week… 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and 

was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 
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Be seated 

Our Offering of Thanks & Love 
 

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  
giving thanks to God the Father through him” - Colossians 3:17    

Our offerings are both an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us, and a 
way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work.  Guests need not feel 
obligated to contribute.   
 
 

 

Ways to Give Electronically  
Choose one of 3 Simple, Safe Options for Offering Thanks 

• Text “give” to 651-401-1400 

• Go to www.StJohnsLutheran.com/give 

• Scan the QR code  
 

 

Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Sacrament 

Preface  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                              CW 184     
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

 body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God                                                                                       CW 186  
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Be seated 

 

A note to our guests:  God’s Word speaks of the spiritual blessings of this Sacrament (Matthew 26:28).  

God’s Word also warns us against the spiritual danger in sharing this Holy meal (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).  

Because we deeply care about you and don’t want to see anyone’s faith harmed, we ask that only those 

persons who are members of our church or fellowship join us in this intimate expression of oneness (1 

Corinthians 10:17; Amos 3:3).  We are not judging your love for Jesus; we are showing our love for Jesus by 

obeying his commands (John 14:15,21).  Please feel free to ask one of our pastors for more information.  We 

are eager to listen and share over an open Bible. Thanks!    

 

Distribution Hymn: Just as I Am, without One Plea CW 814 

 

 

 
 
 

5 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

6 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 



 14 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Be seated 
 

Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored    CW93 617              

found on the next page 
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Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored    CW93 617   
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Take the Next Step 
 

If this is your first time with us, we’re so glad that you took a big step and came to worship. 

What’s your next step? 

 

Come back next week 
Connecting with God at worship is a great way to spend time during your weekend. 

 

Try “God & Me” 
God & Me is the place to learn more about God’s word in your life, for both long time-members 

and beginners who want to learn more about God’s love, the Bible, and St. John’s.  A new session 

of classes will be starting soon.  Connect with Pastor and/or check the box on your Connection 

Card if you’d like to know more. 

 

Join a Grow Group 
Grow Groups are small groups that get together in person or online to learn about God’s 

Word.  It’s a safe, comfortable atmosphere to discuss the way God’s love intersects our daily 

lives.  If you are interested in joining or starting a Grow Group or Bible Study, mark the box 

on your Connection Card and we will reach out to you. 

 

Service Opportunities 
There are multiple areas to volunteer each Sunday to make worship happen well for those in 

person and online:  Guest Services & Hospitality Team, Tech Team, & Worship Prep Team.      

Are you interested in serving?  Mark the box on your Connection Card today! 

  

Staff 
 

Dennis Harbach | Pastor 

pastordh@stjohnslutheran.com 

(262) 402-2664 

 

Jon Zimpelmann | Pastor 

Jon.zimpelmann@gmail.com 

(651) 829-4574 
 

Michelle Schulte | Office Admin 

Admin@StJohnsLutheran.com 

(651) 438-3730     

 

Visit us online:      StJohnsLutheran.com          St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church – WELS 


