St. John’s Lutheran Church
May 18, 2025 — 8AM



Welcome to St. John's

Thanks for being here today! We feel blessed that you're here and truly pray you find the
warmth of our Christian family, the powerful truth of God's Word and the peaceful assurance of
His promises. If we can assist you in any way, please ask. To start, everything for our worship is
projected on the screens up front and printed here in the service folder. God bless your time
with us today. We hope you can worship with us again!

If You're New to St. John's:

You and your kids are welcome. We really love and enjoy having kids in worship and
encourage the worshiping family! In fact, our worship often includes a children’s message
with little ones in mind. And if your children are acting up, please know it's never a bother to
our worship service. However, If you do need a quiet place to calm a child, a nursery room is
available with screens immediately to the left as you exit the sanctuary. There are also
changing stations in each bathroom.

Restrooms are located in the entrance as you came into the building

Make yourself at home. You don't have to rush off after service today. Light
refreshments are usually provided in our social hall after worship. If you feel comfortable,
please stay and follow up with one of our pastors; we'd be honored if you took a moment to
introduce yourself!

Don't feel obligated. Our members give financial offerings to the Lord as an expression
of thanks and praise for his amazing love. Please know that you are our guests and we're
simply happy you've come to hear about Jesus and His Word today. You're not expected to
give an offering; it's your choice.

Cell Phones. To remove as many distractions as possible from worshiping God today, we
kindly ask you to silence your phone before the service.

Fill out a Connection Card. We'd love to know you were here and help
you take the next step. There are Connection Cards inserted in the worship
folders, or they can be completed online. Text “Connect” to 651-401-1400,
scan the QR code, or visit www.StJohnsLutheran.com/connection-card

to complete the card online.



http://www.stjohnslutheran.com/connection-card

Welcome to St. John’s!

Opening Worship: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna CW 413
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We Worship with God’s Blessing

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!



Our Honest Confession; God’s Gracious Forgiveness
’

We are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died
Christ died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but
for him who died for them and was raised again. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15)

As we come into God’s presence, let us confess that often we have lived for ourselves,
but confident in the forgiveness of him who lived, died, and rose for us.

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

Hear Our Prayer sung by the Sunday School Children

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer;
Help us turn from our sinful ways;
Help us follow you this day;

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:17,20)

After his resurrection, Christ commanded his church to proclaim the forgiveness of
sins to all nations, promising them that their words were as certain as his. Therefore it
is by Christ’s command and with his authority that I say to you: In the name of Jesus
your sins are forgiven. Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!



Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
The Sunday School Children will sing the vereses, the congregation is invited to join on the refrains
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to his peo - ple on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the
sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer. Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen.
Refrain

Prayer of the Day

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



God’s Word for us Acts 11:1-18

'The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had
received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and
ate with them.”

4Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 51 was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. | saw something like a large sheet being
let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. I looked
into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7Then I
heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’

84 replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.’

9“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God
has made clean.’ *°This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven
again.

1“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the
house where [ was staying. *The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with
them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 3He told
us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon
who is called Peter. “He will bring you a message through which you and all your
household will be saved.’

5“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. “Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 7So if God gave them the same gift he
gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in
God’s way?”

8When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation 1John 4:16

Alleluia. We know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God in them.
Alleluia.

God’s Word for us 1 Corinthians 13

'If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, [ am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do
not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5t
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. ®Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know
in part and we prophesy in part, °but when completeness comes, what is in part
disappears. "When [ was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. ?For now
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

BAnd now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Lamb CW 525
The Sunday School Children will sing vs. 1-4, The congregation is invited to join on vs. 5

[a}
—H | t I T ; " T f T ; T i
| | | | | | | | | | | |
% —
N——
Children: The Lamb, the Lamb, O Fa - ther, where’s the sac - ri - fice?
Children: The Lamb, the Lamb, one per - fect fi - nal of - fer - ing.

1
2
Children: 3 The Lamb, the Lamb, as way-ward sheep their shep-herd kill
Children: 4 He sighs, he dies, he takes my sin and wretch-ed - ness.
All: 5 He rose, he rose, my heart with thanks now o - ver-flows.

0

.

I y
| } I [ | | | | | | | | |

SN—
Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro-vide the Lamb of price!
The Lamb, the Lamb, let earth join heav’n his praise to sing.
o) still, his  will, on our be - half the law to fill.
He lives, for - gives, he gives me his own right-eous - ness.
His song pro - long till ev-’ry heart to him be - long.
A Refrain | i i i
) ) ) =° I I N f |
— I I I = o .- — .
o . ! . |
Wor - thy is the Lamb whose death makes me his
0
75 I | ! \[ T i { t  — i
B . e e e
SN—
own! The Lamb is reign-ing on  his throne.

Today's Message from our Loving God - John 13:31-35

3'When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified
in him. 3?If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify
him at once.

33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just
as [ told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”



Our Confession of Faith: Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Our Offering of Thanks & Love Emmanuel - Sung by the Sunday School Children

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him” - Colossians 3:17
Our offerings are both an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us, and a

way of supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work. Guests need not feel
obligated to contribute.

Ways to Give Electronically
Choose one of 3 Simple, Safe Options for Offering Thanks

e Text “give” to 651-401-1400

e Go to www.StJohnsLutheran.com/give

e Scanthe QR code
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Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.

The Sacrament

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
—+ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my = blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God

CW 186
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Be seated

A note to our guests: God’s Word speaks of the spiritual blessings of this Sacrament (Matthew 26:28).
God’s Word also warns us against the spiritual danger in sharing this Holy meal (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).
Because we deeply care about you and don’t want to see anyone’s faith harmed, we ask that only those
persons who are members of our church or fellowship join us in this intimate expression of oneness (1
Corinthians 10:17; Amos 3:3). We are not judging your love for Jesus; we are showing our love for Jesus by
obeying his commands (John 14:15,21). Please feel free to ask one of our pastors for more information. We
are eager to listen and share over an open Bible. Thanks!
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Distribution Hymn: Take and Eat CW 676
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5 I am the light that came into the world;
I am the light that darkness cannot hide;
[ am the Morning Star that never sets;
lift up your face, in you my light will shine. (Refrain)

6 Iam the first and last, the Living One;
I am the Lord who died that you might live;
I am the bridegroom, this my wedding song;
you are my bride, come to the marriage feast. (Refrain)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and 4~ give you peace.
Amen.

14



Closing Song: May the Peoples Praise You

The Sunday School Children will sing vs. 1-4. The congregation is invited to join on the refrains and

vs. 5. Please note, the final refrain will be sung two times.

Psalm 67F
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Take the Next Step

If this is your first time with us, we're so glad that you took a big step and came to worship.
What's your next step?

Come back next week
Connecting with God at worship is a great way to spend time during your weekend.

Try “God & Me”

God & Me is the place to learn more about God's word in your life, for both long time-members
and beginners who want to learn more about God'’s love, the Bible, and St. John's. A new session
of classes will be starting soon. Connect with Pastor and/or check the box on your Connection
Card if you'd like to know more.

Join a Grow Group

Grow Groups are small groups that get together in person or online to learn about God'’s
Word. It's a safe, comfortable atmosphere to discuss the way God's love intersects our daily
lives. If you are interested in joining or starting a Grow Group or Bible Study, mark the box
on your Connection Card and we will reach out to you.

Service Opportunities

There are multiple areas to volunteer each Sunday to make worship happen well for those in
person and online: Guest Services & Hospitality Team, Tech Team, & Worship Prep Team.
Are you interested in serving? Mark the box on your Connection Card today!

Staff

Dennis Harbach | Pastor
pastordh@stjohnslutheran.com
(262) 402-2664

Jon Zimpelmann | Pastor
Jon.zimpelmann@gmail.com
(651) 829-4574

Michelle Schulte | Office Admin ST. ]OHN’S

Admin@StJohnsLutheran.com
(651) 438-3730 LUTHERAN

Visit us online: ¥ StJohnsLutheran.com n St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church




