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Welcome to St. John’s 
 
 

 

Enjoy 

We feel blessed that you’re here.  We want you to feel comfortable in worship.  

Participate as much or as little as you feel comfortable.  To help out, everything for  

our worship is projected on the screens up front and printed here in the service folder. 

 

You and your kids are welcome   

We enjoy having you and your kids in worship.  And yes, that means that we don’t even 

mind if kids want to be heard in worship in their own special way.  Special Children’s 

messages are offered on non-communion Sunday’s.  If they are comfortable, they are 

invited to come to the front of the church for a special message.  If you do need a quiet 

place to calm a child, a nursery room is available immediately to the left as you exit the 

sanctuary.  There are also changing stations in each bathroom. 

 

Fill out a Connection Card 

We’d love to know you were here and help you take the next step.  

There are Connection Cards inserted in the worship folders, or they 

can be completed online.  Text “Connect” to 651-401-1400, scan the 

QR code, or visit www.StJohnsLutheran.com/connection-card to 

complete the card online.   

 
 
 

Today’s Worship -  COME, LORD JESUS! - AS JUDGE 

 

 When Jesus comes back as judge, everyone will face a binary outcome. Either they 

will be judged righteous and experience the peace and joys of Paradise. Or they will 

be judged wicked and suffer unquenchable fire (Matthew 3).  

 

John the Baptist’s job was to point to the only way to prepare for a judgment, one 

where the stakes are that high. Repent! And look to the Lord Jesus. For when Jesus 

came into our world the first time, it was not as judge, but as Savior. All those whose 

faith is in Christ have already been judged righteous. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnslutheran.com/connection-card
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 Welcome to St. John’s 

Dawning Light of Our Salvation CW21 -  311 sts. 1-2 
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Stand 

 

We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 

Prepare the way for the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground 
shall become level, the rugged places a plain. 
 
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. 
 
Dear friends, one day Christ will come in glory to deliver his people. Therefore, let us 
prepare our hearts to meet him by humbly seeking his forgiveness. 
 
Almighty and merciful Father, 
  we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
 We have followed what we have devised and desired in our own hearts. 
 We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
 We have done those things that we should not have done, 
  and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
 Have mercy on us, Lord! 
  Spare us, forgive us, and restore us. 
  according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
What God promised long ago through his prophets he has fulfilled in his Son, Jesus 
Christ.  Christ cam in human flesh; Immanuel, God with us. By his perfect life, he 
fulfilled God’s law. By his innocent death, he paid sin’s penalty. By rising from the 
grave, he opened heaven’s door. Christ now comes to you through his words of light 
and life. 
 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen.  
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Our Joyful Response 

 
3 Jesus, Lord, and mighty Savior, 

    David’s son and yet his King, 

dawning light of our salvation, 

    of your saving pow’r we sing! 

Stand, O lame, and dance, ye broken; 

    know the Savior’s healing grace. 

Come, O deaf, and hear him singing; 

    turn, O blind, behold his face!  

Ev’ry valley be exalted! 
    Ev’ry mountain be made plane! 
Crooked ways repent and straighten; 
    all creation bend in praise!      CW21 -  311 sts. 3 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath* 
 

The advent wreath will be lit following the responsive reading while the Sunday School 
children sing “He Came Down” 
 
We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in 
history.  He came into a world of sin and death. 
 

We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John 
the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord. 
 
We hear his call to repent. 
 

We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and 
desire for renewal. 
  
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
 

Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 
* The Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common Christian symbols: light and the fir 

tree. From the early centuries of Christianity it has been the practice to represent Christ by a burning 
candle. The fir tree has a long history of religious use. No doubt the Wreath was suggested by the 
Christmas tree.  
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us 

strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this 

world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 
 
Be seated 
 
 
 

God’s Word for our Hearts Isaiah 11:1–10 

1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 

 the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5Righteousness will be his belt 

 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6The wolf will live with the lamb, 

 the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

 and a little child will lead them. 
7The cow will feed with the bear, 
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 their young will lie down together, 

 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

 and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9They will neither harm nor destroy 

 on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will 

rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

God’s Word for our Hearts Romans 15:4–13 

 4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might 

have hope. 

 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude 

of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind and one voice 

you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 

truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9and, moreover, 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

 I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 

 let all the peoples extol him.” 
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12And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 

 one who will arise to rule over the nations; 

 in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4,6 

Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all people will 

see God’s salvation. 

Alleluia.  

 

 

 

Prepare the Royal Highway CW21 -  302 
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: CCLI no. 2963929  
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Today's Message based on Matthew 3:1-12 

 1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2and 

saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who was 

spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

 make straight paths for him.’ ” 

 4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his 

waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem 

and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 

baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can 
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say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones 

God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 

powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire.” 

 

Message Notes: Things for me to remember this week… 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Offering of Thanks & Love 
 

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God” 

 - 2  Corinthians 9:12    

 
 

 

Ways to Give Electronically  
Choose one of 3 Simple, Safe Options for Offering Thanks 

• Text “give” to 651-401-1400 

• Go to www.StJohnsLutheran.com/give 

• Scan the QR code  
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Stand 
 
 

Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

Preface  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing.  Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light 

to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

 body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

 
 
Be seated 
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A note to our guests:  God’s Word speaks of the spiritual blessings of this Sacrament (Matthew 26:28).  God’s Word 

also warns us against the spiritual danger in sharing this Holy meal (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).  Because we deeply 

care about you and don’t want to see anyone’s faith harmed, we ask that only those persons who are members of our 

church or fellowship join us in this intimate expression of oneness (1 Corinthians 10:17; Amos 3:3).  We are not 

judging your love for Jesus; we are showing our love for Jesus by obeying his commands (John 14:15,21).  Please feel 

free to ask one of our pastors for more information.  We are eager to listen and share over an open Bible. Thanks!    

Distribution Hymn 

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes – CW  12 
 

 

Our Prayer of Thanks 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may 
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood 
the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Savior of the Nations, Come CW21 -  301 

 

 

 
Text:  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

CCLI license #2963929 and CCS license #8000 
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Take the Next Step 
 

If this is your first time with us, we’re so glad that you took a big step and came to worship. 

What’s your next step? 

 

Come back next week 
Connecting with God at worship is a great way to spend time during your weekend. 

 

Try “God & Me” 
God & Me is the place to learn more about God’s word in your life, for both long time-members 

and beginners who want to learn more about God’s love, the Bible, and St. John’s.  A new session 

of classes will be starting soon.  Connect with Pastor and/or check the box on your Connection 

Card if you’d like to know more. 

 

Join a Grow Group 
Grow Groups are small groups that get together in person or online to learn about God’s 

Word.  It’s a safe, comfortable atmosphere to discuss the way God’s love intersects our daily 

lives.  If you are interested in joining or starting a Grow Group or Bible Study, mark the box 

on your Connection Card and we will reach out to you. 

 

Service Opportunities 
There are multiple areas to volunteer each Sunday to make worship happen well for those in 

person and online:  Guest Services & Hospitality Team, Tech Team, & Worship Prep Team.      

Are you interested in serving?  Mark the box on your Connection Card today! 

  

Staff 
 

Dennis Harbach | Pastor 

pastordh@stjohnslutheran.com 

(262) 402-2664 

 

Jon Zimpelmann | Pastor 

Jon.zimpelmann@gmail.com 

(651) 829-4574 
 

Michelle Schulte | Office Admin 

Admin@StJohnsLutheran.com 

(651) 438-3730     

 

Visit us online:      StJohnsLutheran.com             St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church – WELS 


