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Welcome to St. John’s 
 
 

 
 

Enjoy 
We feel blessed that you’re here.  We want you to feel comfortable in worship.  

Participate as much or as little as you feel comfortable.  To help out, everything for our 

worship is projected on the screens up front and printed here in the service folder. 

 
 

You and your kids are welcome   
We enjoy having you and your kids in worship.  And yes, that means that we don’t even 

mind if kids want to be heard in worship in their own special way.  Special Children’s 

messages are offered on non-communion Sunday’s.  If they are comfortable, they are 

invited to come to the front of the church for a special message.  If you do need a quiet 

place to calm a child, a nursery room is available immediately to the left as you exit the 

sanctuary.  There are also changing stations in each bathroom. 

 
 

Fill out a Connection Card 
We’d love to know you were here and help you take the next step.  

There are Connection Cards inserted in the worship folders, or they can 

be completed online.  Text “Connect” to 651-401-1400, scan the QR 

code, or visit www.StJohnsLutheran.com/connection-card to complete 

the card online.   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Today’s Worship: GOD'S WORDS POSSESS GOD'S POWER –  

Power to Create Committed Followers 
 
 

 There's a difference between committed and half-hearted fans when it comes 

to favorite sports teams. Are you sick of half-hearted followers of Jesus? Have 

you been a half-hearted follower of Jesus yourself? See how Jesus' Word is 

powerful to change all of that. His word could heal, create faith, and push 

back evil. This Sunday, we see that his word is powerful to produce committed 

followers. 

 

http://www.stjohnslutheran.com/connection-card
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Order of Worship 
 

Welcome to St. John’s 
 

 
Opening Praise: God Is Here! As We His People 

Christian Worship 532 
 

 
We ask God’s Blessing 

 

 The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 
 
 

Our Honest Confession; God’s Gracious Forgiveness 
 

 We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

 
 

 Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called 
your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
my guilt. 

 
 

 God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
 innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 

are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

 Amen. 
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Song of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

 O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we 
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

   

 Amen. 
 
 

Be seated 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Message 
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A Reading from God’s Word: 1 Kings 19:19-21 
Elisha fully commits to the work the LORD calls him to do – even leaving behind wealth and family. 
 

19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing 
with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up 
to him and threw his cloak around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after 
Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come 
with you.”  

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”  
21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered 

them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, 
and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his servant.  

 
   
Gospel Acclamation – Mark 8:34 

 

 Alleluia. Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me 

  Alleluia. 

 

 

A Reading from God’s Word: 2 Corinthians 11:21b-30 
What is it that compels Christians to commit to following Christ? The amazing grace of God. 

 

Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare 
to boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they 
Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my 
mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more 
frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 
24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was 
beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I 
spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have 
been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, 
in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at 
sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often 
gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without 
food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure 
of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is 
led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?  

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.  
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Hymn of the Day:  Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 
 Christian Worship 355 
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Today’s Message: based on Luke 9:51-62   

 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 

out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan 
village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, 
because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, 
they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 
55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another 
village.  

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.”  

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lay his head.”  

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”  
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim 

the kingdom of God.”  
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 

goodbye to my family.”  
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.”  
 
Message Notes: Things for me to remember this week… 
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Our Thank-Offering 
 

 

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  
giving thanks to God the Father through him” - Colossians 3:17 

    

Our offerings are both an expression of thankfulness for what our Savior has done for us, and a way of 
supporting the spread of the gospel through the Church’s work.  Guests need not feel obligated to contribute.  
If you’d like to leave an offering, you may place it in the designated location in the back of the sanctuary or 
use one of the electronic means listed below. 
 
 
 

 

Ways to Give Electronically  
Choose one of 3 Simple, Safe Options for Offering Thanks 

• Text “give” to 651-401-1400 

• Go to www.StJohnsLutheran.com/give 

• Scan the QR code  
 

 
Stand 
Stand 
 

Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people.  Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 

 Amen. 
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Blessing  
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 Amen! 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Closing Hymn: Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way  
CW21 – 737 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CCLI license #2963929 and CCS license #8000 
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Take the Next Step 
 

If this is your first time with us, we’re so glad that you took a big step and came to worship. 

What’s your next step? 

 

Come back next week 
Connecting with God at worship is a great way to spend time during your weekend. 

 

Try “God & Me” 
God & Me is the place to learn more about God’s word in your life, for both long time-members 

and beginners who want to learn more about God’s love, the Bible, and St. John’s.  A new session 

of classes will be starting soon.  Connect with Pastor and/or check the box on your Connection 

Card if you’d like to know more. 

 

Join a Grow Group 
Grow Groups are small groups that get together in person or online to learn about God’s 

Word.  It’s a safe, comfortable atmosphere to discuss the way God’s love intersects our daily 

lives.  If you are interested in joining or starting a Grow Group or Bible Study, mark the box 

on your Connection Card and we will reach out to you. 

 

Service Opportunities 
There are multiple areas to volunteer each Sunday to make worship happen well for those in 

person and online:  Guest Services & Hospitality Team, Tech Team, & Worship Prep Team.      

Are you interested in serving?  Mark the box on your Connection Card today! 

  
 

Staff 
 

Dennis Harbach | Pastor 

pastordh@stjohnslutheran.com 

(262) 402-2664 

 

Jon Zimpelmann | Pastor 

Jon.zimpelmann@gmail.com 

(651) 829-4574 
 

Michelle Schulte | Office Admin 

Admin@StJohnsLutheran.com 

(651) 438-3730     

 

Visit us online:    StJohnsLutheran.com       St. John's Evangelical 


